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The Honorable Todd Rokita
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Fifth Floor

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Attorney General Rokita,

1 write to express my strong concerns regarding Landmark Recovery’s Praxis of South Bend addiction
treatment facility in South Bend, Indiana. Recent media repotts, as well as disturbing information my
office has received, about practices and incidents at this facility, and its leadership’s alleged disregard to
improve the facility. [ urge you work with other state agencies as necessary to investigate these wide-
ranging aflegations, to take appropriate measures to ensure accountability for those that violated any laws,
and to prevent such issues from occurring in other facilities.

Concerning allegations surrounding Praxis facility include:
¢ 9-1-1 Calls: During the first six months of 2023, the St. Joseph’s County Police Department
(SICPD) have been called to the facility over 110 times. Overall, this has amounted to 26
reported cases including six overdoses, two rape cases, a sexual assault, and a stabbing.! There
have been so many calls to the SICPD that the department has petitioned officials to revoke the
facilities license and close the facility.”

o The SJICPD has received multiple reports of facility staff not permitting patients to call
the police and discouraging patients from reporting incidents.

o With regard to the stabbing incident, SJCPD stated that the facility was being
uncooperative with the investigation and refused to provide detectives with information
or video footage.

e  Overdoses: There have been nine overdoses at the facility since its opening in August 2022,
including two fatal overdoses earlier this month.® A former patient shared that there were drugs
throughout the facility.*
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e Patient Neglect: Multiple employees have shared that leadership prioritizes filling beds over
correct patient care.’ In one instance, a former employee stated that a patient attempted suicide
after not receiving the appropriate amount of mental health care they required.® Another former
patient shared not being able to change her clothes for multiple days following her arrival at the
facility. ’

o Insufficient Staffing: There have been multiple reports of insufficient staffing at the facility. One
current employee stated that they had been tasked with duties that they were not qualified to
perform such as full-body cavity searches, caring for individuals with serious mental health
diagnoses, and searching the facility for drugs.® Internal emails suggest that leadership was aware
that the South Bend facility did not have enough staff.’

» Financial Mismanagement: There are multiple allegations of financial mismanagement at the
facility and across the company. leading to employees paying for facility goods with their
personal credit cards.!”

I am deeply concerned about the reports regarding the Landmark Recovery Praxis of South Bend facility
and strongly urge you to investigate this facility and its leadership.

If my office can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Bridget Visconti on my staff at
Bridget. Visconti@mait.house.gov. Thank you for your time and attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

RUDY YAKYM *II
Member of Congress

cc: Lindsay Weaver, MD, FACEP — Indiana State Health Commissioner
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