
October 13, 2022

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader     
U.S. Senate
S-221, The Capitol                                                    
Washington, DC 20510                                              
                                                                                      

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader
U.S. Senate
S-230, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader McConnell: 

Americans continue to struggle with rising costs for everyday necessities — from meat at the grocery store to 
gas at the pump. Congress must address the inflation crisis with the sense of urgency it deserves. Inflation is a 
complex issue that requires many solutions across the economy. My bipartisan Lower Food and Fuel Costs Act 
(H.R. 7606) would take several steps to address the root causes of inflation across our agriculture, livestock, and
energy sectors. As such, I urge the Senate to bring this legislation for a vote as soon as possible so it can be 
signed into law and begin lowering costs for Americans.

Due to rising food costs, all Americans are making hard choices at the grocery store to feed their families while 
also keeping their grocery bills affordable. From August 2021 to August 2022, the inflation rate is 8.3 percent.1 
However, food prices have increased even faster than the rate of inflation — grocery store or supermarket food 
prices are up 13.5 percent from August 2021 to August 2022. Prices for many food products that are staples in 
Americans’ diets have risen even faster. For example, retail egg prices were up 39.8 percent and butter prices 
were up 24.6 percent from August 2021 to August 2022.2,3 Beef prices are also increasing and remain elevated, 
especially following significant price increases in 2020 and 2021.4

Additionally, even as gas prices have fallen sharply from their peak in June, we must remain vigilant to ensure 
gas is affordable. High gas prices impact families driving to work and school, increase the cost of doing 
business through higher transport costs, and drive up food production costs for farmers. 

The Lower Food and Fuel Costs Act is a package of bipartisan provisions that would help lower costs at the 
grocery store, reduce gas prices, strengthen food supply chains, and increase competition in the American meat 
industry. The legislation would also invest in solutions to combat rising fertilizer prices and increase domestic 
fertilizer production. Similarly, by increasing the availability of higher ethanol blends and other biofuels, this 
legislation can further reduce the cost for Americans at the gas pump.

The bill also includes my bipartisan Meat and Poultry Special Investigator Act of 2022 and the Butcher Block 
Act, which together would lower costs for meat and poultry products by improving competition and increasing 
processing capacity in the meat sector. Specifically, the Meat and Poultry Special Investigator Act would 
empower USDA to better crack down on large meat-packing companies that drive up meat costs for consumers 
while also driving family farms out of business. Lastly, the bill includes my American Food Supply Chain 
Resiliency Act. This bill would create "Supply Chain Regional Resource Centers" to offer locally tailored 

1 https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm 
2 https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-price-outlook/summary-findings/ 
3 https://www.nbc12.com/2022/09/27/butter-prices-way-up-amid-reported-shortage/#:~:text=The%20Wall%20Street%20Journal
%20reports,shortages%20are%20reportedly%20to%20blame. 
4 https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-price-outlook/summary-findings/ 
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coordination, technical assistance, and grants to farmers and food businesses — leading to more resilient, 
diverse, and connected supply chains to help drive down the cost of goods for American consumers. 

The Lower Food and Fuel Costs Act has already garnered robust bipartisan support, passing the House of 
Representatives 221-204 on June 16, 2022.5  We must address rising food and fuel costs with a strong sense of 
urgency. Though there is no silver bullet for inflation, the Senate must swiftly pass this bipartisan legislation to 
take meaningful steps to reduce costs for Americans. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

5 https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022277 
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