
 

 

 

September 21, 2022 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  

Speaker 

U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, 

We thank you for your commitment to passing comprehensive legislation to respond to the overdose 

and substance use disorder epidemics. As states report another year of record-high numbers of 

overdoses, we urge you to provide the Substance Abuse Block Grant program with the highest possible 

authorization level and realize a long-term commitment to funding for the recovery support services 

that help individuals maintain their sobriety. 

The federal Substance Abuse Block Grant (SABG) program funds states’ efforts to plan, implement, and 

evaluate activities that prevent and treat substance abuse. For many states, the SABG program is the 

largest single source of federal funding for their efforts to fight the substance use disorder crisis. We 

were proud that an overwhelming majority of the U.S. House voted for H.R. 7666, The Restoring Hope 

for Mental Health and Well-Being Act to reauthorize the SABG program for 5 years and provide states 

and other grantees with certainty about their federal funding levels. 

After the House acted, we were excited to see bipartisan legislation introduced in the Senate that would 

authorize a higher rate of annual funding than the House-passed version and add a ten percent set-aside 

for recovery support services. A higher authorization level will give SABG grantees the certainty they 

need to make long-term investments in providing treatment and recovery services, developing delivery 

models to improve access to care such as 24-hour treatment lines, and investing in training and 

education to address provider shortages.  

The increased authorization level will also allow for the creation of a dedicated funding stream for 

recovery services that support individuals seeking to stay sober. According to the Surgeon General, it 

can take four to five years in recovery before the risk of relapse drops below 15%, which is also the level 

of risk a member of the general population has of developing a substance use disorder in their lifetime.1 

Sustained funding for the community services, schools, ministries, and housing providers that support 

individuals in recovery is essential for our communities to make an enduring recovery from the addiction 

epidemic. 

 
1 Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health,” U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 2016. Available at: https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-
generals-report.pdf 



As you prepare to conference with the Senate on a final bill to respond to the opioid crisis, we urge you 

to prioritize securing the highest possible level of funding for the SABG and the creation of a dedicated 

funding stream for recovery services. A strong commitment to SABG funding and recovery services will 

send a hopeful message to the communities struggling with the substance use disorder epidemic that 

people can and do recover. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

 
______________________________ 

Abigail D. Spanberger 
Member of Congress 

_________________________ 
Paul D. Tonko 

Member of Congress 

 


