
The Honorable Frank Pallone                The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

Chair                   Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce               Committee on Energy and Commerce 

U.S. House of Representatives                U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515                Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

August 10, 2022 

 

Dear Chair Pallone and Ranking Member McMorris Rodgers: 

 

I write to you today to request the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee hold another hearing on 

the ongoing baby formula shortage. Parents across the country are still struggling to find baby formula in 

their grocery stores – and we must remain steadfast in our efforts to alleviate the shortage and provide 

robust Congressional oversight of the industry and regulators. 

 

On May 25, 2022 the Committee held a hearing on “Formula Safety and Supply: Protecting the Health of 

America’s Babies” to address reporting that the nationwide out-of-stock rate for baby formula was 43%. 

Members of Congress and the American people had the opportunity to hear directly from Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) Commissioner Califf and senior executives of the major baby formula 

manufacturers about the factors contributing to the empty shelves seen across the nation. Since the 

hearing, the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate passed into law legislation to alleviate the 

shortage. 

 

However, recent data from Information Resources Inc. (IRI) found that the out-of-stock rate for all types 

of baby formula was 20% for the week ending July 24. Specifically, 30% of powdered baby formula 

remained out of stock for this week.1 This is despite gradual increased production of baby formula 

following Congressional action, imports from abroad, and the reopening of the Abbott plant. While we 

appreciate the work your Committee has already undertaken to address these shortages, until stocks of 

formulas return to acceptable levels, Congress has a responsibility to do more to tackle this crisis.  

 

Parents are still struggling to find formula for their babies – and we must do everything we can to 

understand and address the remaining production and supply chain challenges putting pressure on 

families trying to feed their children. Accordingly, I respectfully urge you to hold another hearing on this 

topic and invite FDA Commissioner Califf and the baby formula manufacturing CEOs to provide an 

update on their efforts to boost the supply of baby formula in the United States amid the sustained 

shortage. 

 

Thank you for your continued attention to this important issue and consideration of my request. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Abigail D. Spanberger 

Member of Congress 

 
1 https://www.axios.com/2022/08/02/baby-formula-shortage-reasons-us 


