Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515
The Honorable Chris Wright
Secretary
Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

October 7, 2025

Dear Secretary Wright:

We write to condemn the Department of Energy’s (DOE) termination of 321 financial awards,
supporting 223 projects supporting energy resilience across the country. We are deeply
concerned about your Department’s attempt to rebrand the elimination of U.S. clean energy as
“$7.56 billion in savings” to taxpayers' and the potential political motivations behind the
targeting of projects in Democratic-leaning states.

This decision is a reversal of properly awarded projects that will harm American jobs, drive
private capital out of our country, weaken our power grid, and give China a strategic edge. This
Administration’s decision to play political games will result in genuine harm at a time when
millions of American families are already struggling to pay their electricity bills amidst the ever-
rising cost of living. These blatantly partisan cancellations must immediately be reversed.

The projects that the Department of Energy (DOE) has unilaterally decided to cancel were
driving down costs for al/ our constituents—regardless of their political affiliation. Household
electric bills have already increased 10% nationally since January 2025 and are poised to spike
even further.” This Administration’s reckless energy policy and award terminations, designed to
stifle the development of cheap clean energy and prop up more expensive dirty energy, will only
further increase the cost burden for families to keep the lights on.

Your press statement claims these projects “did not adequately advance the nation’s energy
needs, were not economically viable, and would not provide a positive return on investment.
That is a pretext for cancellations that track political talking points, not facts. Many of these
awards had already passed rigorous review, and many of those had already been processed.
Companies hired workers, signed contracts, broke ground, and put up private capital in reliance
on DOE commitments. Calling that “savings” ignores stranded equipment orders, canceled
subcontracts, and layoffs—real costs that ripple through American supply chains. Instead of
executing Congress’s direction to build U.S. energy leadership and grid reliability, DOE is
moving the goalposts while terminating the very projects that would deliver results.
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The consequences of these actions are significant: cancellations will shutter facilities, kill jobs,
and stall critical domestic manufacturing. They also inject avoidable uncertainty into energy
markets—forcing investors to consider political risks that you have created, which raises
financing costs. Terminating grid and manufacturing projects locks in congestion and supply-
chain bottlenecks, which will lead to higher long-term electricity prices for households and
businesses.

We are at a moment of unprecedented growth in electricity demand, which is expected to
increase by 25% by 2030.* At a time when more energy supply is needed than ever, these cuts
will only exacerbate upward pressure on electricity prices by stranding low-cost supply, delaying
grid expansion, and increasing reliance on higher-cost imports. In your confirmation hearing,
you pledged to pursue “all sources of affordable, reliable energy” to meet these challenges. By
terminating awards for cheap energy solutions and those that strengthen the grid, you are going
against your word and worsening the very problem you promised to help solve.

Eliminating the Grid Deployment Office and Office of Clean Energy Deployment projects delays
transmission and weakens grid resilience, a shortsighted decision that threatens even steeper
increasing costs to American consumers and businesses in the future. Additionally, these so-
called “savings” waste sunk federal and state dollars and betray disadvantaged communities by
erasing critical work to reduce pollution and improve energy affordability.

Fifteen years ago, China generated less electricity than the United States. Today, China generates
more than twice as much as we do —and the gap continues to grow.> As China and other nations
continue to innovate and build the energy technologies of the future, this is precisely the wrong
time for the U.S. to back out and cede our technological leadership. The rest of the world will
continue to innovate with or without us, and these grant terminations will only set our innovation
back at a pivotal time.

It is difficult for us to believe that these project terminations were anything but a partisan
targeting of states that are not politically aligned with this Administration. These terminations
undermine the spirit of competitive, merit-based awards and throw into question the fairness of
the award process under this Administration.

As such, we demand that DOE take the following immediate actions by Tuesday, October
14, 2025:

1. Suspend all terminations and de-obligations and reinstate the projects.

2. Provide a complete list of affected awards (office, recipient, state, award number,
selection date, federal obligation, non-federal cost share, milestone status) along with the
project-specific written justification for termination.

* ICF, https://www.icf.com/insights/energy/electricity-demand-expected-to-grow
> Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/electricity-generation



3. Identify the specific statutory and regulatory authorities relied upon for these mass post-
award terminations.

4. Preserve and provide all Department of Energy records, memoranda, and
communications related to the review and termination of these awards, including those
resulting from the May 2025 Secretarial memorandum “Ensuring Responsibility for
Financial Assistance.”

5. Describe DOE’s process for recipient appeals and dispute resolution, including timelines,
decision-makers, and whether interim funding will be permitted to avoid waste while
appeals are pending.

Dismantling America’s advanced-energy buildout under the banner of “savings” does not protect
taxpayers—it subsidizes our competitors. It means higher bills and fewer American jobs. We
will utilize every oversight and legislative tool available to ensure the DOE follows the law,
honors congressional intent, and keeps the United States at the forefront of the global energy
race.
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