
 

 

 

“Real Peace is Made by Real People” 
Leaders of Tomorrow Delegation to the U.S. – September 2022 

 
Organizational Background 
 
Founded in 2017, ISRAEL-is is a young, dynamic 
NGO that uniquely broadens the lens through which 
Israel is perceived by creating meaningful 
conversations focusing on shared values, diversity, 
and inclusiveness. Viewing each interaction as an 
opportunity to dispel biases and forge deeper 
understandings of contemporary life in Israel and 
the region, the organization has developed a variety 
of innovative people-to-people platforms 
connecting young Israelis with their international 
peers.  
 
As the foremost organization leading citizen 
diplomacy efforts among young adults in Israel. 
ISRAEL-is has created a force of over 70,000 young 
activists, empowering them with the vital tools to impact millions worldwide. 
 
Leaders of Tomorrow 

 
Seizing the opportunity afforded by the Abraham Accords, ISRAEL-is initiated the first-ever direct 
dialogue among Israeli, Emirati, Bahraini, and Moroccan young adults with the aim of forging true 
understandings and normalizing relations among the nations and the region’s future leaders. 
Accordingly, its Leaders of Tomorrow initiative has engaged over 1,500 young leaders in digital 
forums, bilateral delegations, collaborative social projects, and unique cultural events. Within this 
framework, its groundbreaking “Finding Abraham” documentary film was produced as a powerful tool 
illuminating the bridges being built, targeting young audiences throughout the Western World and the 
Middle East.  
 
Delegation Tour and Events 
 
Marking the 2-year anniversary of the Abraham Accords, ISRAEL-is will lead a unique delegation to the 
United States, including 7 Leaders of Tomorrow participants and staff, who will showcase their efforts 
to create a new peace in the Middle East based on a shared vision of regional collaboration. The 
delegation tour will center around an extraordinary event attended by Members of Congress on 
September 14th. The delegation’s itinerary will also include events with think tanks, the U.S. State 
Department, high-level diplomatic officials, and college campuses. The events will receive wide coverage 
through social and conventional media, enabling our vision to reach millions worldwide. 
 
The Leaders of Tomorrow delegation will be comprised of representatives from each of the Abraham 
Accords countries, exposing their peace-building endeavors most fittingly in the U.S., as the initiator of 
the historic peace agreements.  
 
 
 



Israel-is & American Jewish Committee Participants Bio:

Eyal Biram (Israel-Is)
Eyal Biram is a social entrepreneur and the founder & CEO of Israel-is. After extensive service
as a commander in the Israeli army, he established Israel-is in 2017 as an organization that
seeks to educate and connect young Israelis with their international counterparts to forge
greater understanding among peoples. Under his leadership, the organization has become the
largest international affairs NGO in Israel, having cultivated a force of over 70,000 young
ambassadors over the last five years. Upon the signing of the Abraham Accords, Eyal decided
to dedicate his life’s mission to building bridges that promote regional peace, focusing on
leadership programs that engage young activists from Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
and Morocco. In 2019, Eyal was selected by Forbes magazine as one of Israel’s “30 Under 30”
most influential figures for his remarkable work.

Matan Dansker (Israel-Is)
Matan Dansker is the director of strategy at Israel-is. Born in Jerusalem to American immigrants,
Matan served in the Israeli army as a commander in the Golani Brigade. Upon his discharge, he
became a political advisor focusing on international social media campaigns and marketing
content for politicians, companies, and organizations. Matan served as a senior advisor to
Israel’s U.N. delegation and earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and Jewish thought from
Shalem College in Jerusalem.

Merav Barel (Israel-is)
Merav Barel is the social media manager at Israel-is. After graduating high school, Merav, who
is from Jerusalem, served as a young emissary in South Africa through the Jewish Agency for a
year. Upon her return to Israel, she served in the Spokesperson’s Unit as a military journalist
and the manager of the IDF’s official social media platforms. Merav joined the Israel-is team in
February 2022 and has since successfully transformed its Instagram and TikTok presence,
increased followers, and created viral content.

El Mehdi Boudra (Mimouna Association)
El Mehdi Boudra has a special interest in minority rights and intercultural dialogue. In 2007, he
founded and has since served as president of Mimouna Association, a Moroccan NGO that
seeks to promote Moroccan Jewish Heritage and Muslim-Jewish Dialogue. Mr. Boudra
organized the first Holocaust Conference in the Arab world as well as the first Arab student
seminar to Israel. In 2018, Mr. Boudra was among Algemeiner’s ‘J100’ list of the top one
hundred individuals who have positively influenced Jewish life. In 2019, Mr. Boudra co-founded
the Jewish Africa Conference. Mr. Boudra is associated with and serves on the boards of many
civic and educational organizations in Morocco and the United States, such as the American
Sephardi Federation (ASF) and the International Advisory and Research Council in the
Inter-University Center for Terrorism Studies (IUCTS). From 2015 to 2021, he joined a renowned
Moroccan think tank for which he serves as the head of its international relations program. El
Mehdi Boudra is fluent in Arabic, French, and English and holds an M.A. from the Peace,



Conflict, and Coexistence Studies Program at Brandeis University and a B.A. in international
studies from Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco.

Oumaima Mhijir (il’Heure Joyeuse)
Oumaima Mhijir is the CEO of l’Heure Joyeuse nonprofit, and she is a consultant and a social
entrepreneur. Oumaima is an IT engineer who shifted her career to dedicate herself to
socioeconomic development in Morocco, the MENA region, and around the world. She studied
global social entrepreneurship at the Center of Philanthropic Studies at Basel University,
Switzerland, and she has an MBA in human resource management from ASM-Paris. Oumaima
recently graduated from the “Woman and Power” program at Harvard Kennedy School. She was
entitled “Face for Change” by UNDP in 2016, “African leader” by Cadi Ayyad University in 2018,
“Moroccan Hope” by TIZI in 2019, and she won the “Entrepreneur of the Year” prize in 2022 by
the International Organization for Development and Social Entrepreneurship. She also recently
received the Dominique Ben Brahim Award from the American Embassy in Morocco in the
Women Empowerment category. Oumaima is, most importantly, a mother to a 10-month-old
baby, Amber. She is originally from the agricultural village of Beni Mellal, Morocco. She believes
in the power of people-oriented projects in peacebuilding, the search for common ground, and
promoting development in Morocco, MENA, Africa, and around the world.

Majed Alseyabi (UAE Youth Council)
Majed Alseyabi has a close working relationship with the Jewish community in the UAE. As a
staunch advocate of the Abraham Accords, Mr. Alseyabi tirelessly promotes collaboration
between Israel and the Abraham Accords countries. He has taken the initiative to establish the
Abraham Youth Council, the first UAE-based NGO focusing on interfaith youth dialogue. This
social entrepreneurial venture has the full support of the Chief Rabbi of the UAE, Rabbi Yehuda
Sarna. Mr. Alseyabi has more than ten years of demonstrated history working in the oil & gas,
social support, and aviation & aerospace industries. Mr. Alseyabi served as the chief of staff to
the CEO of Borouge, a major manufacturing company and joint venture between the Abu Dhabi
National Oil Company and a leading Austrian chemical company. Borouge employs more than
3,000 people representing over 40 nationalities and has customers across the Middle East,
Asia, and Africa.

Sheikh Abdulla Khalid Abdulla AlKhalifa (King Hamad Global Center for Peaceful
Coexistence)
Sheikh Abdulla is currently enrolled in the King Hamad Faith in Leadership Fellowship program
at the King Hamad Global Center for Peaceful Coexistence. He is a Third Secretary at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Over the course of his career at
MoFA, he has covered a wide range of issues ranging from the Americas and Pacific affairs to
human rights to counterterrorism. Sheikh Abdullah also has experience in administrative and
consular matters. He serves as the Chief of Communications on the Higher Education Council
in Bahrain. In this capacity, he is charged with all matters related to international outreach,
organizing and coordinating local and international conferences, and managing public relations.
He also oversees setting up and implementing plans to enhance progress and cooperation
between local and international higher educational institutions.



Hend Aljeeb (Bahrain)
Hend Aljeeb was most recently an assurance associate at PricewaterhouseCoopers in the
Kingdom of Bahrain. Over the course of her career at PwC, she provided high-quality assurance
services to a portfolio of key financial institutions that shape the banking sector. Hend has also
worked as a junior executive at the Bahrain Economic Development Board, where she gained
exposure working with various departments - including international offices - conducting
data-driven research aimed at attracting foreign direct investment and job creation, as well as
identifying opportunities for critical development within the Bahraini economy. She has also
worked in Bahrain’s Investor Relations and Government Affairs department, advocating for
policy for international investors and strengthening coordination and execution of overall public
sector engagement. She is currently a scholar in the Fulbright Fellowship Program, sponsored
by the Department of State, where she aims to improve intercultural relations, cultural
diplomacy, and international competence between the people of the United States and the
Kingdom of Bahrain. Hend is pursuing her master’s in financial technology at the University of
Central Florida and holds a bachelor’s degree in banking and finance from the Royal University
for Women in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Julie Rayman (American Jewish Committee)
Since January 2012, Julie Rayman, Senior Director of Policy and Political Affairs, has served as
the lead legislative advocate for AJC’s policy priorities. On behalf of AJC, she has supported the
launch of congressional caucuses such as the Bipartisan Taskforce for Antisemitism, the
Congressional Caucus on Black-Jewish Relations, and the Congressional Hellenic-Israel
Alliance. Regularly on Capitol Hill to advocate for AJC priority legislation, she has helped
position AJC as a thought and policy leader in combating global antisemitism and hate,
promoting Israel’s place in the world, promoting pluralism, and advocating for strong, principled
American global leadership. In addition to spearheading AJC’s outreach on Capitol Hill, Rayman
also fulfills a variety of senior political liaison responsibilities for AJC, engaging with candidates
and elected officials, crafting and promulgating policy position papers and Party platform
suggestions, and spearheading AJC’s events on the sidelines of the Republican and Democratic
National Conventions. Before coming to AJC, she was senior advisor to Congressman Heath
Shuler, covering foreign policy, human rights, defense, and homeland security. Rayman holds a
B.A. from American University as well as a Master’s from the National Defense University in
Strategic Security Studies, with a concentration in counterterrorism. She also holds an M.A.
from Georgetown University in Religious Studies.

Huston Harris (American Jewish Committee)
Huston Harris is the Assistant Director for the American Jewish Committee’s (AJC) Department
of Policy and Political Affairs, where he works to advance the organization’s congressional
priorities. He also engages federal agencies such as the Department of Justice, Homeland
Security, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation to address hate crimes and minority rights.
Outside of work, Huston volunteers with the D.C. Center for the LGBT Community, the Jewish
Federation of Greater Washington, and the Healing Corner, which aims to serve underprivileged
youth. Huston holds a master’s degree in public policy from the University of Chicago, where he



graduated with honors, and a bachelor’s degree in international affairs from The George
Washington University. Huston is currently enrolled in policy and civics courses at Harvard and
the University of Michigan.

Jacob Kwasman (American Jewish Committee)
Jacob Kwasman is the Senior Associate for Policy and Political Affairs at the American Jewish
Committee’s Washington, D.C. office. In this capacity, Jacob engages with members of
Congress and elected officials from across the country to advocate for AJC’s primary issues:
Combating Antisemitism, Ensuring Israel’s Security and Prosperity, and Protecting Democratic
Values. These efforts range from in-person meetings with members and their staff to drafting
formal letters to Congressional Committees expressing AJC’s view of ongoing affairs. He also
supports the broader AJC network by preparing policy memos and background materials, which
Regional Offices use in their advocacy efforts with state and local elected officials. Before
joining AJC, Jacob served as the Senior Campaigns and Programs Assistant at The Leadership
Conference on Civil and Human Rights. He helped manage a diverse coalition of 200+
organizations actively combating hate crimes and spearheading efforts to reform our criminal
justice system. Originally from Spokane, Washington, Jacob graduated from the University of
Puget Sound with a bachelor’s degree in Economics and a Minor in International Relations.
After joining the Puget Sound Crew Team in college, Jacob still rows five days a week on the
Potomac River in Washington, D.C.

Tatiana Papas (American Jewish Committee)
Tatiana Papas is AJC Washington's Regional Associate Director with years of experience in
pro-Israel advocacy in the realms of development, policy, and education: in the U.S., Europe,
and Israel. Previously, she worked with AIPAC, and as a lecturer at Tel Aviv University teaching
international mediation. Her experience spans from working for the Embassy of Israel in London
to serving as a national security reporter on Capitol Hill. Tatiana has contributed to domestic
political campaigns, and to peace initiatives with NGOs in Israel. Tatiana holds an MA in Public
Policy, International Conflict Resolution from Tel Aviv University, and an MS in Journalism from
Northwestern University, Medill School of Journalism.
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