
 

March 1, 2022 

 

 

 

The Honorable Michael Regan 

Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20460 

 

Dear Administrator Regan, 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) plays an important role in ensuring American 

producers have access to critical crop protection tools by carrying out the congressionally 

mandated pesticide registration and registration review process. We write today to express our 

thoughts and concerns with new label restrictions put into place during its recent registration 

renewal of two herbicide products.  

 

On January 11, 2022, the EPA announced the renewal of both Enlist One and Enlist Duo for 

seven-year registrations. At the same time, the EPA announced a new policy for evaluating and 

registering new active ingredients (AIs) through the Endangered Species Act (ESA), starting 

with Enlist One and Enlist Duo. As a result of this new policy that requires additional mitigation 

measures as a condition for the registration, producers in over 200 U.S. counties who have been 

using Enlist products for years are now prohibited from using these critical crop protection tools. 

 

While we can appreciate the reregistration of Enlist One and Enlist Duo for the vast majority of 

the country, we are concerned with the impact broad, rigid ESA restrictions, such as county level 

prohibitions, will have on producers in the affected counties. We are nearing the start of the 2022 

growing season and many producers in these counties have already purchased Enlist products 

and compatible seed which they can no longer use. Due to the rising cost of inputs, inflation not 

seen in four decades, and significant, ongoing supply chain disruptions, alternative herbicides 

and seeds this close to the growing season will be unattainable for producers. We strongly urge 

you to stay the prohibition on Enlist One and Enlist Duo in these counties for the 2022 growing 

season due to the harm these bans will inflict on already stressed growers and supply chains. 

 

Additionally, it is our understanding that producers in many of the impacted counties are 

prohibited from using Enlist products due to the concern over a single species of beetle, the 

American Burying Beetle. We have since learned the EPA has received new data that could 

potentially lift restrictions on some of the impacted counties by showing the potential effects of 

Enlist One and Enlist Duo on the American Burying Beetle. If this new data can provide clarity 

on how Enlist One and Enlist Duo effects this species and provide certainty for producers in 

impacted counties, the EPA should expeditiously review this data and, should the data warrant 

doing so, make an immediate registration amendment.  

 

We are also concerned about the process the EPA used when selecting counties that now have 

restrictions. For example, the EPA is prohibiting the use of Enlist products in five counties in 



Missouri due to the presence of the American Burying Beetle; however, according to the 

Missouri Department of Conservation, there are only two counties—Cedar and St. Clair—where 

this species is currently found. In addition, the beetles in these two counties are part of a 

nonessential experimental population that was reintroduced in 2012. Because of this, we urge the 

EPA to immediately remove the prohibition in counties where the species is a nonessential 

experimental population or where the species is not present.   

 

American producers rely on crop protection tools such as Enlist One and Enlist Duo to guarantee 

the safest, most abundant, and most affordable food and fiber supply in the world. We encourage 

the EPA to immediately stay the prohibitions in these counties for the 2022 growing season to 

prevent harm to the farm economy and supply chains, remove prohibitions for counties where 

species like the American Burying Beetle are nonessential experimental populations or are not 

present, and review the submitted data that could ease restrictions for future growing seasons to 

minimize any disruptions this decision could have on the agriculture industry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                              
           VICKY HARTZLER                                                              MIKE JOHNSON  

           Member of Congress                                                               Member of Congress 

 

                                                                                
TROY BALDERSON       WARREN DAVIDSON   

            Member of Congress                   Member of Congress  

 

                                                                   
MIKE CAREY        RANDY FEENSTRA   

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                                      
RODNEY DAVIS        TRENT KELLY    

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

 

 



                                                                     
FRANK LUCAS        BOB GIBBS     

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                            
BILL JOHNSON        KEVIN HERN      

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                             
BARRY MOORE        CLAY HIGGINS       

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                              
RICK ALLEN        JASON SMITH        

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                         
JAKE LATURNER        AUSTIN SCOTT         

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                                                                                                                     
TOM EMMER        STEVE WOMACK          

Member of Congress                   Member of Congress 

 

                                                              
MICHAEL GUEST                          EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER          

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

                                                                   
BILLY LONG                          KAT CAMMACK            

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 



 

                                 
BYRON DONALDS                          SAM GRAVES            

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

                                                                
JAMES R. BAIRD                              ADRIAN SMITH             

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

                                              
MARKWAYNE MULLIN                 RON ESTES              

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

                                                    
BLAINE LUETKEMEYER                 MICHELLE FISCHBACH              

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

                                                                 
STEVE CHABOT                                          DREW FERGUSON               

Member of Congress               Member of Congress 

 

 

 
JULIA LETLOW                                            

Member of Congress                

 

 

CC: 

The Honorable Tom Vilsack- Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 


