
 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Sebastian Mackensen 
Chief Executive Officer 
BMW of North America, LLC 
300 Chestnut Ridge Road 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ  07675 

 
Dear Mr. Mackensen: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 

 
1https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/10/business/media/am-radio-cars.html  



 

radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
James D. Farley, Jr. 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Ford Motor Company 
One American Road 
Dearborn, MI  48126

 
Dear Mr. Farley: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Jeffrey Guyton 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Mazda Motor of America, Inc. 
7755 Irvine Center Drive 
Irvine, CA  92618
 
 
Dear Mr. Guyton: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Dimitris Psillakis 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC 
One Mercedes-Benz Drive 
Sandy Springs, GA  30328 
 
 
Dear Mr. Psillakis: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Thomas Ingenlath 
Chief Executive Officer 
Polestar Automotive USA, Inc. 
777 MacArthur Boulevard 
Mahwah, NJ  07430 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ingenlath: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Elon Musk 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tesla, Inc. 
13101 Harold Green Road 
Austin, TX  78725 
 
 
Dear Mr. Musk: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

March 21, 2023 

 

Pablo Di Si 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. 

2200 Woodland Pointe Avenue 

Herndon, VA  20171 

 

 

Dear Mr. Di Si: 

 

I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 

(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 

public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 

reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 

with AM radio signals. 

 

Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 

because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 

been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 

has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 

representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 

over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 

 

AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 

provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 

than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 

means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 

AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 

 

During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 

crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 

information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 

channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 

affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-

storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 

be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 

 

As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 

management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 

a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 

well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 

 

Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Josh Gottheimer 

MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

March 21, 2023 
 
Anders Gustafsson 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Volvo Car USA, LLC 
1800 Volvo Place 
Mahwah, NJ  07430 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gustafsson: 
 
I am deeply concerned about your decision to discontinue AM radio in your electric vehicles 
(EVs). I urge you to consider including this important feature in all your vehicles, as it is a vital 
public safety and emergency management tool. As you have in the past, I also urge you to 
reimplement technological solutions to address any electromagnetic interference that EVs cause 
with AM radio signals. 
 
Manufacturers are eliminating AM radio — or amplitude modulation radio — from their EVs 
because electromagnetic noise can disrupt the reception of AM signals. However, AM radio has 
been around for nearly a century, and is still widely used today. Statistics show that AM radio 
has a broad and loyal listenership. Approximately, 47 million Americans listen to AM radio, 
representing about 20% of the radio-listening public, and time listened to AM radio has risen 
over the past five years to more than two hours a day.1 
 
AM radio operates in the frequency range of 535 to 1705 kHz, and is known for its ability to 
provide reliable broadcasts that can reach remote areas. Its signals can travel longer distances 
than FM or satellite radio signals and can penetrate buildings, making AM radio a more reliable 
means of communication. In emergency situations, such as natural disasters or terrorist attacks, 
AM radio has proven to be an essential tool for disseminating critical information to the public. 
 
During the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Sandy, AM radio proved to be a 
crucial lifeline for those affected. On 9/11, AM radio played a critical role in providing 
information about the horrific tragedy to those who were unable to access other communication 
channels due to damaged infrastructure and downed cell service. During Hurricane Sandy, AM 
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radio was used to broadcast emergency updates and evacuation orders to people who were 
affected by the storm. It was also used to spread critical information about relief efforts and post-
storm recovery efforts. The importance of AM radio during these large-scale emergencies cannot 
be underestimated, saving lives and keeping our communities informed. 
 
As more individuals switch to EVs and given the crucial role that AM radio plays in emergency 
management situations, I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and include AM radio as 
a stock feature in your EVs. Doing so would demonstrate your commitment to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, especially during times of crisis. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Josh Gottheimer 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 
 


