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• Rental Housing

• RUOK? - Daily
check-in service

• Rural Public Transit-
Weekday 1-5 Van Service

• Self -Help Housing
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May 2, 2025 

Gary Huhta, General Manager 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Cowlitz County 

PO Box 3007 

Longview, WA 98632 

RE: Cowlitz PUD Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency Federal Funding Request 

Lower Columbia Community Action Partners is pleased to support Cowlitz PU D's request 

for FY 2025 Congressionally Directed Spending for its proposed Northwest Service Area 

Grid Resiliency project. 

Lower Columbia CAP administers the federal LIHEAP energy assistance and 

weatherization programs for Cowlitz County and serves Cowlitz PUD's customers served 

by the electric distribution feeder that is the subject of this funding request. One of our 

primary missions is to ensure our client families and households have reliable access to 

utility service to sustain their health and safety. Completion of this resiliency project 

will drastically reduce the instances of electric service outages that the Ryderwood 

community, in particular, experiences as a result of frequent severe winter storms. 

Many senior citizen residents of this isolated rural community have limited mobility and 

are dependent on electricity for their home heating, cooking needs, and medical 

devices. 

Lower Columbia CAP appreciates our partnership with the PUD in keeping the lights on 

and heat running for low-income families and vulnerable households in Cowlitz County. 

This is a worthy project that will enhance the protection and resiliency of some of the 

county's more rural communities. 

Sincerely, 

Ilona Kerby, Executive Director 

Lower Columbia CAP 

Lower Columbia CAP is an equal opportunity employer and provider 





STATE OF WASHINGTON 
MILITARY DEPARTMENT 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
MS: TA-20 Building 20  Camp Murray, Washington 98430-5122 

Phone: (253)512-7000  FAX: (253) 512-7205 

March 14, 2025

To Cowlitz PUD, 

I am writing on behalf of the Washington State Emergency Management Division (WA EMD) to 
express support for Cowlitz PUD’s Ryderwood Electric Distribution Reliability Improvements project. 
As needed, WA EMD is prepared to act as the administrative agent for the project. Cowlitz’s proposal 
generally meets eligibility criteria for the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 
grant program as described in FEMA’s programmatic guidelines. 

Cowlitz PUD’s project proposal involves undergrounding electric infrastructure to mitigate severe 
weather and wildfire disruption risk in a service area that includes underserved and vulnerable 
communities. The area is susceptible to high winds and includes areas of Wildland-Urban Interface with 
increasingly high risk for wildfires. The proposed work will increase the power grid’s resilience and 
improve the reliability of critical infrastructure for Ryderwood’s large population of senior citizens. 

This project is supported by Cowlitz PUD’s own Hazard Mitigation Plan annex, as well as Cowlitz 
County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan, and it also aligns with the State’s Enhanced Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
Furthermore, the proposal contributes to building a disaster ready and resilient Washington State—
which is WA EMD’s core mission.    

If you have any questions, please contact me at 253-533-1260 or tim.cook@mil.wa.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Tim Cook 
State Hazard Mitigation Officer 
Washington Emergency Management Division 
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May 2, 2025 

Gary Huhta, General Manager 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Cowlitz County 

PO Box 3007 

Longview, WA 98632 

RE: Cowlitz PUD Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency Federal Funding Request 

Dear Mr. Huhta, 

On behalf of the Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of Governments {CWCOG), I am pleased to support the Cowlitz 

Public Utility District's Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency request for FY 2025 Congressionally Directed 

Spending. 

The CWCOG serves at the Economic Development District for the two-county district including Cowlitz and 

Wahkiakum and develops a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the region. The CEDS 

includes a number of references to resiliency and clearly recognizes the importance of projects like 

undergrounding electric utilities. 

The Ryderwood community and surrounding residents in Cowlitz and Lewis counties regularly experience 

electric service outages during severe weather and windstorms that bring trees and limbs into contact with the 

power lines that serve the area. Grid resiliency improvements such as this project are critical as a changing 

climate increases the instances of severe weather and the threat of wildfire. The CWCOG supports efforts to 

underground electric infrastructure that helps protect rural communities and vulnerable senior citizens from 

natural hazards and ensure reliable utility service when it's most needed. 

Thank you for your work on this important initiative and making the safety and well-being of our residents a top 

priority. 

Sincerely, 

William A. Fashing 

Executive Director 

Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments ~ "Working Together to Enhance Our Region" 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15, 2025 
 
 

 

Cowlitz County Public Utility District No. 1 

Attn: Gary Huhta, General Manager 

P.O. Box 3007 

Longview, WA 98632 

 
RE: Ryderwood Electric Reliability Improvements Project 

 
Lewis County PUD is pleased to extend its support for Cowlitz PUD’s request for Congressionally 

Directed Spending to fund electric distribution system improvements serving the Ryderwood community 

and residents in rural Lewis County. 

 
The proposed replacement of the existing Vader-to-Ryderwood overhead distribution line with 

underground cable will eliminate virtually all of the outages resulting from frequent severe storms. The 

distribution feeder primarily serves vulnerable low-income and senior residents in both utilities’ service 

areas. Residents lose power for extended periods multiple times a year during severe weather events 

until Cowlitz or Lewis PUD crews can respond. Undergrounding the line will help keep the lights on and 

the heat running when elderly and housebound residents need this essential service most. 

 

As a joint owner of the Vader-to-Ryderwood line and partner agency in response, Lewis PUD supports 

your efforts to obtain funding for this improvement and stand ready to participate in its implementation 

once an award is announced. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
David Plotz 

General Manager 

https://na4.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA04AHV9KO4aUFdunmgnd6uCiFB-2xBWcR


Cowlitz County Sheriff's Dffice 
Department of Emergency Management 

312 First Avenue SW 
Keis□. Washington 88626 
T eleph□ne 360.577.3130 

LARRY HEMBREE BRAD THURMAN 
Sheriff Director. Emergency Management 
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May 2, 2025 

Gary Huhta, General Manager 
Public Utility District No. 1 of Cowlitz Count 
PO Box 3007 
Longview, WA 98632 

RE: Cowlitz PUD Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency Federal Funding Request 

Cowlitz County Department of Emergency Management is writing in support of Cowlitz PUD's 
request for federal funding of its proposed Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency project. 
DEM has assisted with the PUD's previous efforts to obtain grant funding for this important 
hazard mitigation project. 

Projects that underground and harden electric distribution and transmission infrastructure are 
consistent with the County's consolidated Hazard Mitigation Plan and are effective enhancements 

for rural community resiliency during extreme weather events and potential wildfires. Access to 
reliable electric service is critical for isolated communities and vulnerable senior citizen 
populations when facing severe weather and temperatures. 

We applaud the PUD's efforts to prioritize grid resilience in the northwest Cowlitz County and 
assist DEM's mission to mitigate hazards that can result in injury or fatalities among our 
vulnerable citizens residing in the county's more isolated areas. 

Cowlitz DEM appreciates our partnership with Cowlitz PUD, and we fully support the 
deployment of federal resources to harden the electric grid. 

�� 
�bree 

Director - Cowlitz County Emergency Management 

COWLITZ COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Faceb□□k: www.facebook.com/CowlitzCountyDEM



May 3, 2025 

Gary Huhta, General Manager 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Cowlitz County 

PO Box 3007 

Longview, WA 98632  

RE: Cowlitz PUD Northwest Service Area Grid Resiliency Federal Funding Request 

I am pleased to express my support for Cowlitz PUD’s Northwest Service Area Grid 

Resiliency federal funding request.   

The proposed project will bolster reliable electric service for residents of the 19th 

Legislative District from the Town of Vader to the 55+ retirement community of 

Ryderwood.  These are communities which provide lower-than-average cost housing in a 

rural area, and as such their capital improvements are not easily obtained. 

The residents and vulnerable populations of these rural communities are frequently 

impacted with service outages during extreme weather events when electric power is 

needed most.  This grid-hardening project will reroute and underground the electric 

distribution feeder that’s presently located within a heavily forested former railroad 

corridor.  Once completed, the residents and community infrastructure served by this line 

will no longer be burdened with lengthy outages during extreme weather, and the hard-

working PUD line crews can more quickly restore power in other impacted areas of the 

county. 

I believe that the investment in infrastructure is one of the most important things we can 

do to secure a better future for the next generation. Projects such as this are essential to 

ensuring a reliable electric grid for our vulnerable senior citizens and rural residents. 

I am grateful that the PUD is working with this kind of foresight, and I supported this 

project at the state level. I hope that the federal funding will be forthcoming. It would mean 

power security for the seniors in the region, but also opportunity for the next generation. 

Be kind, be safe! 

Jeff Wilson, Senator 
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