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March 10, 2026 
 
Representative Marie Gluesenkamp-Perez 
1053 Officers Row 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
1313 Officers Row 
Vancouver WA 98661 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
1323 Officers Row 
Vancouver WA 98661 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Public Utility District No. 1 of Wahkiakum County 

Dear Representative Gluesenkamp-Perez and Senators Cantwell and Murray, 
 
I am writing in support of Public Utility District No. 1 of Wahkiakum County’s (PUD) Booster Pump Station 
infrastructure funding proposal. 

The PUD has recently acquired the Cathlamet Water System and is making significant improvements to the 
system that serves over 50-percent of Wahkiakum County including the residents of Cathlamet and Puget Island. 
The region has recently experienced summer drought conditions and record-setting flooding conditions. This 
booster pump station will complement the Puget Island Well project and allow water to be safely pumped back 
to Cathlamet especially during these times when the safety of the community relies on quick and efficient 
response. 

We support the PUD moving forward with the project which will provide increased readiness and reliability for a 
safe, affordable water service to the residents of Cathlamet and Puget Island. More families and businesses are 
calling the lower Columbia home, and it’s vital our water systems keep up with that growth. 

Thank you for your consideration of the PUD’s Booster Pump Station funding proposal. 

 
 
 
Ryan Murillo, Executive Director 
WAHKIAKUM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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March 8, 2026 

Representa�ve Marie Gluesenkamp-Perez 
1053 Officers Row 
Vancouver WA 98661 

Senator Maria Cantwell 
1313 Officers Row 
Vancouver WA 98661 
 
Senator Paty Murray 
1323 Officers Row 
Vancouver WA 98661 
 
Re: Leter of Support for Public U�lity District No. 1 of Wahkiakum County 

Dear Representa�ve Gluesenkamp-Perez and Senators Cantwell and Murray, 

I am wri�ng in support of Public U�lity District No. 1of Wahkiakum County’s (PUD) Booster 
Pump Sta�on infrastructure funding proposal. 

The PUD has recently acquired the Cathlamet Water System and is making significant 
improvements to the water system that serves over 50-percent of Wahkiakum County including 
the residents of Cathlamet and Puget Island. Since the PUD has acquired the Cathlamet Water 
System they have experienced summer drought condi�ons and record-se�ng flooding 
condi�ons. This booster pump sta�on will complement the Puget Island Well project and allow 
much needed water be pumped back to Cathlamet especially during these much needed �mes. 

Addi�onally, this will improve fire capabili�es especially during these extreme weather events. 
We support the PUD moving forward with the project which will provide increased resiliency 
and reliability for our community. 

Thank you for your considera�on of the PUD’s Booster Pump Sta�on funding proposal. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Vernon Barton 
Cathlamet Fire Department 
Fire Chief 


