Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

April 20, 2026

President Donald J. Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

President Trump,

We write to express our deep concerns regarding the legality and operational challenges surrounding Executive
Order 14399, entitled “Ensuring Citizenship Verification and Integrity in Federal Elections,” that you signed on
March 31, 2026.

The independence of the U.S. Postal Service (Postal Service) is codified in statute by the Postal Reorganization
Act of 1970, which removed the Postal Service from the President’s Cabinet and put it under the purview of an
independent Board of Governors. Executive Order 14399 directly undermines that law and poses a significant
threat to the millions of citizens who depend on mail-in ballots to participate in the democratic process of
voting. Furthermore, it establishes a dangerous precedent for political interference in the operations of the
United States Postal Service. Oversight of the Postal Service lies with the Postal Board of Governors, the Postal
Regulatory Commission, and Congress — not the President of the United States. As such, we demand that you
rescind Executive Order 14399 immediately and instead focus on expanding access to mail-in voting, rather
than using the Postal Service to suppress Americans’ right to vote.

For more than a century, the Postal Service has been tasked with delivering mail-in ballots for Americans who
are unable to vote in person. This includes active duty servicemen and women, sick and disabled Americans,
and those who must travel for work. In 2024, the Postal Service delivered more than 48 million ballots,
accounting for nearly 31 percent of all American voters in the 2024 general election." Among these ballots, over
99 percent were delivered on-time by the Postal Service—a testament to the hard work and dedication of the over
600,000 Postal Service employees across the country.” To put simply, voting by mail is a safe and effective way
to cast a ballot and has been for over a century.’ Your executive order serves as a radical attempt to suppress
millions of Americans from being able to vote.

It is exceedingly clear that this order is unconstitutional. Article I, Section 4, Clause 1 of the United States
Constitution clearly states that the “manner” of holding elections for Senators and Representatives is determined
by the states or Congress. The Constitution and multiple court rulings put it in stark terms: the President does
not have the authority to issue an executive order that attempts to undermine the ability of states to run their
own elections.*

In addition to its illegality, this executive order is unworkable. This executive order seeks to utilize the Postal
Service to selectively and arbitrarily withdraw specific ballots from the mail stream. Under this order, Postal
Service employees would be instructed to crosscheck and potentially remove election mail that is already in
circulation based on lists provided to the Postal Service by the Department of Homeland Security and state

! https:/statesunited.org/resources/americans-vote-by-mail-2024/
2U.S. Postal Service Releases 2024 Post-Election Analysis Report Detailing the Successful Efforts Taken to Deliver the Nation’s
Election Mail Securely and Effectively - Newsroom - About.usps.com

® When Did Mail-In Voting Start in the United States? - LegalClarity
* Judge blocks portions of Trump executive order that seeks to overhaul U.S. elections - CBS News



https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2024/1202-usps-releases-2024-post-election-analysis-report.htm
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2024/1202-usps-releases-2024-post-election-analysis-report.htm
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-executive-order-election-overhaul-judge-blocks/
https://legalclarity.org/when-did-mail-in-voting-start-in-the-united-states/
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governments. Specifically, in Section 3(iii) of the order, the Postal Service is directed to “not transmit mail-in or
absentee ballots from any individual unless those individuals have been enrolled on a State-specific list.” This
mandate places the Postal Service and its dedicated workforce—who already work tirelessly to ensure daily mail
delivery—in the untenable position of cross-referencing tens of millions of ballots within a remarkably narrow
timeframe leading up to an election. This would cause extreme delays of all types of mail, including election
ballots, medicine, bills, and paychecks, negatively impacting the lives and livelihoods of Americans who rely
on the Postal Service while also disenfranchising millions.

We demand your written commitment that you will refrain from any future actions to undermine the Postal
Service’s critical role as an independent agency of the federal government, and that you rescind this illegal and
reckless executive order.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
Nikki Budzinski ) Chris Pappas v 2
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Joseph D. Morelle Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Frank J. Mrvan Val Hoyle
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Lateefah ?1mon

Henry C. "Hank/" Johnson, J1.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of Cong#ess
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f1ark Pocan’
Member of Congress
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Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Shomari Figures
Member of Congress
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Danny K. Yavis
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress
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Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress
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Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Sharice T Davids

Member of Congress
Kansas Third District

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress
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Eric Sorchsen
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Maxine Dexter -
Member of Congress

Udmie Raskin
Member of Congress
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Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress
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Angie Cralg
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Greg Stanton
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Mark DeSaulnier
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Ed Case
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress
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Jaréd Huffman
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr%
Member of Congress
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Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress
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Timothy M. Kenneéy !
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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John Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress
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Ami Bera
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

LI

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

CC:

Postmaster General David Steiner, U.S. Postal Service
The Honorable Amber McReynolds, Chair, USPS Board of Governors
The Honorable Derek T. Kan, USPS Board of Governors

Page 9

T Hewe

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobb
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress

MWite Jow——
Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress




The Honorable Ronald A. Stroman, USPS Board of Governors

The Honorable Daniel M. Tangherlini, USPS Board of Governors

The Honorable Doug Tulino, Deputy Postmaster General

The Honorable Tammy Hull, U.S. Postal Service Office of Inspector General
The Honorable Markwayne Mullin, Department of Homeland Security

The Honorable Howard Lutnick, Department of Commerce

The Honorable Frank Bisignano, Social Security Administration

The Honorable Russell Vought, Office of Management and Budget

The Honorable Todd Blanche, United States Department of Justice (acting)
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