Veterans in STEM Expansion Act

What this bill does: To expand veterans’ access to the Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship.

Background
The ENR STEM Scholarship provides an additional nine months of the Post-9/11 GI Bill benefit (not to exceed $30,000) to beneficiaries pursuing programs in science and technology.

The ENR STEM Scholarship was enacted as part of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017, also known as the Forever GI Bill.

Over the past 3 years, 3,500 veterans have used the scholarship to continue pursuing these degrees after exhausting their Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits. The majority of these veterans were pursuing degrees in computer sciences, health professions, or engineering.

Training in STEM field typically requires more credit hours than other fields (making the cost of education higher), so this scholarship provides support for this additional training. Moreover, this additional financial assistance will help student veterans jump start their career in a STEM field, with the hope of preventing education debt.

Shortcomings of the Rogers Scholarship:	Comment by Ibarra, Omar: Using this angle at another time - will be taken out for now
Even though about 3,500 veterans use the Rogers Scholarship, approx. 63% of applicants for the program were denied, and the VA hasn’t been clear about the denial process.

The GAO recommends that the VA needs to clarify who can qualify and alert applicants for their reason behind denial.

This bill modifies the requirements of the Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship in two ways: 
· 1) by changing the minimum number of credit hours required to apply from 60 to 45, and 	Comment by Ibarra, Omar: Stays the same?
· 2) by removing the requirement that applicants must have exhausted their Post 9-11/GI Bill benefits or will run out of their benefits within 6 months.	Comment by Ibarra, Omar: This looks inaccurate now - they do have to exhaust their PGI before using the scholarship? Or use all their PGIB before even applying? 
· By allowing student veterans to use the scholarship towards graduate school classes 	Comment by Ibarra, Omar: Is this accurate?

These modifications will increase enrollment rates by relaxing requirements for the scholarship. This will also help to expand the amount of educational STEM institutions/programs, as many of the programs take longer to complete than the current 36 months of eligibility provided to students under the GI Bill.	Comment by Ibarra, Omar: Inserting a grad school line

Justin Feedback:
1. We are ensuring that people use PGIB before using the scholarship, which is the original intent.
2. We didnt account in the original text that some schools are semester based-  they do quarters (4 quarters in a year versus 3 semesters), where the credit hours are counted differently
3. Original text just allowed more time to finish a BA.  new version allows that time to be used for graduate school.
 



Supported by: Disabled American Veterans (DAV); AMVETS; American Legion 
